





Vol. VII. 


THRE 


Numb. 25 


OBSERVAT OR. 
A barbarous Story from, Gloncefterfhire of a poor Woman with Child, kick’d and beat by a High-fly- 


er, fo as fhe dy'd in a Month after, and yet 19 in 20 of the Coroner’s Inqueft, were for acquitting 
him. Reflextons om it, and on the Affatrs of Flanders, particularly the Surrender of the Citta- 


del of Lifle. 





From Saturday, December 4. to MHetnesdap, December 8. 1708. 





Comstry-m. | Have brought you a barbarous Story 
if from Gloucelter oir, Matter, wherein 

I perceive there is a Mixture of high-flying Princi- 
ples and Practices too. 

Obf. What 1s it, Roger ? 

Country-m. In Truth, Mafter, it is fo brutifh, that 
1 can fcarce read it: But fince the Perfon who 
writes it, prefles fo earneftly to have it taken No- 
tice of, and that there's a Complication of Wic- 
kednefs in it, the Matter is thus? 


© One Mary Goffe, Wife to Anthony Croffe, of Le- 
© norad Stanley, wear Stroudwater in Glocefferfhire, be- 
‘ing a poor Woman, went to glean fome Beans in 
‘a Eield belonging to one Mr.----, in an at- 
* joining Parifh, and being near a Shock or Stack 
“of his Beans, he fell upon her unmercifully, and 
‘ tho’ the was big with Child, kick’d her on the 
* Belly, and in the Face, fo as Blood run from her 
‘Mouth. This happen’d the 21@ of September lait, 
‘the Woman languith’d eveg after, and dy’d the 
* 20th of Oftober following. Upon this, a Coro- 
* ner’s inqueft was call’d, eight of which were fum- 
“ mon’‘d from the Parifh where the Defendant liv’d, 
* viz. two Couple of Brothers, a Father and a Son, 
* the Defendant's Servants, and the Fore-man, and 
* another, his near Neighbours; fix out of the Pa- 
* vith where the deceas'd Perfon liv’d, and fix out 
‘ of Frofer, who being fworn, the Corps, inftead 
“of being laid on a Board or Table in fome open 
© Place, where there's a good Light, was finel 
* drefs’d tn a Burial Suit of Crape, lay’d in.a clofe 
© Coffin, and in a dark Place. Upon which, ’twas 
© mov’d, that fhe might be taken out, and laid in 
* fome open Place, that all the Jury might {ee the 
< Bruifes (he was faid to havereceiv'd: To which, 
“ twas anfwer'd, That ‘twas not fit Men fhould {ee 


“© Woman naked in that Condition, there being 


« Symptoms of a Birth fince thedy’d, Then ‘twas 
“movd, that a Midwife, and two or three fage 
‘ Matrons might be fworn, view her, and imake 
‘their Report ; but this was rejected as needlefs 
“and troublefome. When the Evidence came to 
‘ be fworn and examin’d, three Women, who had 
© convers'd with her all along during her Ilinefs, 
“and laid her out when dead, being examin‘d a- 
“ part, {wore the Deceas’d told them, that - - - - 
© was the Death of her and her Child. Another E- 
* vidence fwore, the faw him ftrike at the Deceas’d’s 
‘ Head, and kick at her Belly ; but whether he hit 
‘her or not, cannot fay, but faw the Deceas'd up- 
“on hé& Knees, beg him for God’s Sake not to a- 
* bufe herfo, rea anh Gite a aa or . pe 

mage; upon which, he faid, Rot her for a e, 
. he sould make her know that ; fell on her again, tore 
* her Apton, and took away her Beans. A fecond 
* fwore the faw him ftrike the Deceas'd on the 
* Head; apd when fhe was down, did kick at her 


* Belly, but Knows not whether he hit her, A 
: third {wore he faw him ftrike and kick at the 
*‘ Woman, but being at fome Diftance, could fay 
* no farther. n which, the Coroner prefent! 

* drew up a Verdict to tins Effect, That the fai 

© nono did rope no Hurt, and that fhe dy‘ 
‘ only by God's Vilifation, @¢, This was fign’d 





+ 
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‘by the Coroner and nineteen of the Jury ; bu 
“ont Mr. Bofwell diffented, and faid he could not 
‘in Confcience fign fuch a general negative Ver- 
* dict, That ------ did her no Hurt, when the con- 
* trary appeat’d by evident Circumftances and ma- 
“ny Witnefles: For which, Mr. Bofwell was taunt- 
“ed and fcoft’d at, ask’d how it came that his 
* Confcience was more tender than all theirs ? and 
“if that was his Confcience, to have fuch a Man 
* as ----- hold up his Hand at the Bar, ahd be 
‘brought in Danger for fuch a Carrion as the ? 
‘with many reproachful Words upon the faid Mr. 
* Bifwell, becauie not of t“eir Principles. The Let- 
‘teradds, Mafter, that not one third of the Wit- 
* nefles were produc'd, and one of ‘em. is much 
‘ troubl’d fince, that fhe was prevail’d on by one 
“of the Jury to fwear light. When a Queftion 
‘was ask’d, Where the Woman’s Husband was ? 
‘and why he did not bring in Evidence? the Per- 
* fon who ask’d it, was check’d, and told it was 
* none of his Butinefs, but the Fore-man’s ; and it 
* appears fince, that the poor Husband was threa- 
* ten’d, that if he did, he fhould bear all the Charge 
‘himfelf, @c. And that at the Defire of fuch of 
* the Jury-men ds are of the fame Panth with the. 
‘Defendant, the Jury is bound by Recognizance 
‘ to appear the fecond Day of the Affizes, at tena 
* Clock, at Boorhall Inn at Gloncefer. The Gentle- 
* man concludes, Matter, With an Account, That . 
* the Pact. was commfitted in an open Field, beforé 
‘Men, Women, and Children ; That one of the 
* Perfons there had a lufty Dog, winch fell upon 
‘..----, while he was beating the Woman, and 
‘held him by the Coat ; and that the Evidence. 
* was Brow-beat and cramp’; when they {poke 
‘any Thing home. Therefore he thinks the Mat- 
ter ought to be farther enquir’d into, and defires 
your Thoughts of it. ) 


Obf. He ought to confult the learned in the Law; 
Reger, and lay the Matter before the Judges at the 
Affizes. The 1f{t Statute of the 3d of Hen. fi; enacts,’ 
That an Appeal may be brought againfi a Murderer 
acquitted by a Coroner's Inqueft, either before the 
Sheriff and Coroners of the County, where the 
Marder was committed, or before the King in his 
Bench, or the Juftices of the Gaol-delivery ; and 
the Jultices of the Shire may fummon an Inquelt, 
to me of the Concealments of other Inquefts. 
The Coroner is alfo to enrol and certify the Evi-. 
dence given unto him, uponan Inquifit on, and to 
bind the Parties to give it at the next Gaol-delive- 
ry, according to the r{t and 2d of Philip and Ma- 
ry, 13. And by thie 3d of Edw. 1. Cap.9. Coroners, 
who, for Reward, Prayer, or Fear, or for any Man- 
ner of Affinity, conceal, confent, or procure to 
conceal the Felonjes done in their Liberties, or 
otherwife will not do'their Office,for Favour to fuck, 
Mifdoers, and be attainted thereof, they fhall be 
unprifond for one Year, and fin’d at the King’s 
Pleafure ; fo that if the Matter be as the Gentleman 
reprefents it, there's Room enough for a farther En- 
quiry, in otder to have the Guilty 


Conntry-m, Undeed, Matter, this is fuch a bafbi- 





rons Crime, if truly reprefented, as deferves the fe- 








Pereft Punifhment. Bilefs me! that Brute’ fhould 
have more Compaffion than Men, One would have 
thought, thas the Reproof of the Dog fhould have 
had the fame Effet with that of Balaam’s Afs, and 
that common Humanity fhould have,with-held any 
Man ftom beating a Woman, efpecially one in that 
Cendition; and. that no Confideration whatever, 
fhould have prevail’d with Men, who were {worn 
to make a true Enquiry, to have palliated fuch a 
Matter, or fufter'd themfelves to be deny'd a View 
of the Corps. Muft a Pretence of Modefty, which, 
by the Affiitance of grave Women, might have been 
fufficiently provided for, hinder Men to perform 
their Duty, according to their Oaths? Mutt the 
Lives of poor People, whofe Souls are precious 
in the Sight of God, be faertfic’d to the Wealth or 
higher Circamftances of a Murderer? Mautt.Evi- 
dence be btow-beaten and taunted by a Judge ? 
And mutta Pretence of being a High-Church-man, 
or of any Party whatever, be a Skreen to protect 
Men from Juftice ? Or mult Difienters be run down, 
becaiife one of them in a Jury can't comply with 
the reft, contrary to his Conicience ?_ This is cer- 
tainly an Iniquity to. be punifhd by the Judges ; 
and there’sno Doubt, but-ours will doit, when the 
Matter is prov d before them. : 

Obf. 1 make'no queftion of it, Roger. This Story 
puts me in Mind of a Letter I receiv’d lately about 
pettylJuries, which we muft talk of in a little Time : 
But now I muft demand ‘your News. 

a gry News, Mafter! -We have taken the 
Cittadel of Lifle upon Terms, which, ali Circum- 





ftances confider’d; feem fair enough on both $1 
for the French King and his Troops muft pay what- | 
ever they owe the City, -or any of the Citizens, and | 
likewife for fuch Houfes as were demolifhd by | 


Confent ; and M. eri has been oblig’d to leave * Caitle 


Hoftages for the Performance. In other Refpects, | 
he has been treated honourably, as his brave De- , 


fence feems to merit; for we mult praife Vertue, 


even inan Enemy. 


Obf. You fay well, Roger, there's a Proverb for it, 
that I need not. repeat ; in the mean time, I am 
glad to-hear, that the taking of the Citadel has | 
coft us no more Blood ; and confidering the ad- 
vanc'd Seafon of the. Year, ‘tis well we have it ; | 
for we fhould have loft as many Men by the Rigor | 
of the Seafon, as by the Enemics Sword, But pray 
what farther News? | ae 

Conntry-m. They fay now, Mafter, That -we have | 
actually invefted Ghent, in order to drive the French | 
out of that Town and Brages, and then we (hall 
have our Country clearof.‘em. But, Mafter; what 
d’ye think ? I met with a Wag t other Day, who 
told me we could not prove the Advantages we 

retend to have had this Campaign, viz. That we 
hive taken Lifle, that we have drove the Elector 
of Bavaria from before. Bruffels, that we have forc'd 
the French Troops 
and at laft have taken the Cittadet of Lifle, | 
Pcs Why fo, Roger ? How can thofe Things be 
nyd? © | 

7, BREE ‘Why, Mafter, he told me, That our 
Evidence was all of one fide, and therefore not 
indifferent. - SS 

Obf. And what did youanfwer, Roger? 

 Country-m. Anfwer, Matter ! I faid, the Princes: 
of France, the Duke of Vendojme, the Chevalier de 
St. George, and the French Armies, might have been | 
Witnelles of all thofe Things, had they pleas'd ; 
but if they would nin away, who-could help it? 
SP anfwerd very well, Roger ;. but pray. 


whither are the French run ? . Mere 
Country-m. Into their own Country, Mafter, the 


Province of Arras ; and fome People, who are ne- 
ver fatisfy'd, fay, we fhould have run after them, 
taken Winter-quarters. in Frauce, and laid Pargs it 
felf under Contribution, § © beds 
| “Men are 


| ttin 


from their Lines on the Scheld, a 





‘ fomewhat too quick, Roger: 
They muft ferve a long Ropraticige actos ep 





are fit to be Generals, or Minifters of State; they 
don't confider what Inconveniency the King of Swe- 
den hasbrought upon himfelf, by adventuring too far 
into his Enemy’s Country, without fecuring a Com- 
munication with the Countries behind him. 

Mountry-m. 1 have told them thofe Things, Ma 
fter ; amd tho’ there be fome hot-headed People, ¥ 
find “tis agreed on all Hands, that the Defigns of 
the Confederacy are laid with a great deal of Cool- 
nefs-of Thought, and executed with as-much ‘Pre, 
fence of Mind. : 





Advertifements. 
se Loft lately from a Gentleman’s Pocker, » vee orliied 
Letrer-Cafe, wherein were 2 Conditional Bond for 4001. 2 
Note for 14 1. 7s. another for 12 1. and feveral other. Nores 


anc Receipts, all of no Ufeto any but the Owner, Payment 
being ftopr.. Whoever hastaken it ui’, is defir’d toring or 
jend it to Mr. Brind, at thethree Brufhes, near the Maypads 
in the Strand, and they shall receive.1os. Reward. ~~ 
This Day is publifh’d, 

See Poetical Reflexions, Moral, Comical, Satyrical, Avc. 
on the Vices and Follies of the Age. Containing, 1. ‘Ti. 
Praife of Liberty, in a Speech fuppos’d to be {poken by the 
King of the Gypfies. 2. A Poem on the Board of Ordon- 
nance. 3. Upon the Siege and Surrender of Lifle. 4. The 
Murdering Age ; or, The World bewitch’d. §. The Pelican. 
A Fabie, infcrib’dtoSir Richard Onflow, Bar. 6, A Fune- 
ral Poem, facred to the immortal Memory of bjs Royal 
Highneft, Prince George of Denmark. 7. ;An Epiraph cn 
thie fame. -8. The Triumph cf Mault ; or, Johnfon’s Vine- 
yard. Being a Panegyrick on the Variety and adinirabls 
Qualities of Mr. Jolhnion’s Liquors, at the Golden Lyon, a- 
‘gainft Middle-Row, Holborn. Part 9. To be contisiu’d oc- 
cafionally, Byfeveral Hands, Sold by B. Bragge in Puter- 


~ 
~ 


des; ; Nofter-Row. Price 6d. where may be had the 8 other Parré, 


at 6d.each. 
Juft publith’d, 

$EP An Flegy onthe much lamented Death of his Royal 
Highmnefs Prince George. of Denniark, price 1d. 2. Windfor- 
» a Poem, infcribed to the Queen, price 6d. 3. ‘The 
Honour and Advantage of Gréat Britain, in a general. Act 
of Redemption for infol#€nt Debtors, humbly offer’d to the 
Confideration of the Parlidment. 4. Moinf. Drelincourt’s 


| Controverfies betwixt the Romifli and Reform’d Churches, 


epitomiz’d, and done into Englifh. Sold by B. Br gyve in 


Pater-Nofter-Row. Where may be had, Poetic } Refiesti- 


ons on the Vices and Follies of slie Age, 8 P-rts, price 6. 


each. 
Juf publith’d, 

@ Marriage-Dialogues ; or, A Poetical Peep into the State 
of Matrimony ; containing, A Di? lo; ue tween a pert La- 
dy, and her ‘Spoufe, concerning Superiority in. Wedlock. Be- 
tween a termagent’Court-Lidy, and her Spoufe, about fer- 
in the Country. Between a fond Gentleman, and his 
coaxing Lady. Between a Gity-Termagant, and her Mecha- 
nick*Spoufe. Berween the happy Pair, concerning the Com- 
forts of mutual Fidelity, and the innocent Pleafures of.a re- 
tid L'fe. Between a young Libertine, afid an old canting 
rich’ Widow, he had marry’d for her Money. With Moral 
Reflexions on every Dialégne. Togerher with, The Warsof 
the‘Elements; or, A Defcription of aSea-Storm. To which 
are added, The contemplative Angler. ~ A Dialogue between 
St. Peter, and a Low-Chusch-man. The honeft Lay-iman’s 
Approbation and Diflike , cr, Inftruétions what ro. chufe, 
ahd what to fhun. , The mercenary Harlot’s Reproof to an 
old Mifer, whofollicites her Favours. In Vino Veritas: oy, 
‘The tipling Philofophers. An Epitaph on theFrench’ Pro- 
het, who was to make his Refurreétion on the 25thof May. 
The frantick Lover; or, The Beau in an Extafy. A new 
Ricdle for the Ladies. A natural Song after anarural Folly. 
Damon’s Anfwer, a Song. The taunting Reprimand of a 
young Pate, toan old jealous Husband. A Punch-Bow] Song. 

he Lover’s Deteftation of Jealoufy : With Advice to his 
Friend. By the Author of the London-Spy. Sold by J. 
Woodward in St-Chriftopher’s Church-Yard, near the Royal 


| Exchange ; and J. Morphew tiear Stationers-Hal. 


_@ Dr. Anderfon’s, or the famous -Scors Pills, are, by her 
Majeity’s Authority, faithfully prepar’d only by Mrs. Ing- 
lifh from Edinburgh, now living a€;the Unicorn, over a- 
re Fg Warch-houle, near the Nay-pole in the Strand 
ondon. .And to prevenr Counter feits from Scotland, as well, 
as in and about Town, you are defir’d to take Notice, that 
the true Pills have their Boxes feal’d on the Top in black 
Wax, with a Lyon rampant, and three Mullets argent, Dr. 
Anderfon’s Head betwixt 1.1 with his Name round it, and 
Ifabella Inglifh underneath the Shield, in a Scroll]. They 
are ot excellent Ufe, to be taken with Epiom, Tunbridge, 
or other’ Medicinal Waters. Beware of Counterfeits, efpe- 
cially of am ignorant er, one Muflen, who keeps a 
China-Shop, within three Doors of me, and fells a notoriou 
Counteifeit, inftead of he true Pills. I Inglish. Boy 
fe Gentlemen, who haveany Thing to communicate to — 
the Author of this Paper, are d to-direét it to be lefe - 
with H. Meere, at the Black-Fryar in Black-Fryars, for the 
Obfervator, Poft pay’d. Where Adverriféments are taken in. 





“LONDON, Printed for the Ufe of the Widow of the late Author, Joun Turexus, 
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